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Post 16 Curriculum Vision 
In Post 16, we always see the student without any preconception – the child is the curriculum.  This will include identifying what motivates each student, to maintain high but realistic expectations enabling the development of independence.  
Our Post 16 curriculum focusses on individuals developing the life and living skills they require to transition into adulthood. Our curriculum delivers the core elements of English and Maths through continuous provision.  Communication and cognition skills are also generalised in all curriculum areas. Everyone’s right to communicate and develop their social, emotional and cognition skills is supported and embedded in all areas of their learning.  
 
Each student will follow a developmental, person-centred curriculum.  We use OCR’s Life and Living Skills suite of qualifications to build bespoke accreditation programmes suitable to the needs of individual students. There are over 140 bite size units available providing certification at Entry levels 1, 2 and 3. 
 
Our Values 
 
Unity 
The students are at the centre of everything we do. 
We will work closely with parents and carers to openly communicate all aspects of our curriculum, to ensure clear understanding and that the needs of the students are always our priority. 
We will work closely with outside agencies to support student’s choices and movement through Post 16 and beyond. 
We will work with Jayne Williams, our school careers advisor to ensure our students are aware of further education and careers opportunities.   We will support families in completing any application processes and organise visits for students to visit establishments such as colleges. 
We will give students the opportunity to have real life experiences, in school and in the wider community, to prepare them with safety and confidence for their futures. 
Developing a new curriculum in Post-16 and widening our students’ perspective is enhanced by being part of a wider Trust. 
 
Equity 
We believe in inclusive practice which enables access to learning for all our students.  
We will not expect our students to adapt to fit Warren’s curriculum; the child is the curriculum and all teaching and learning will be adapted to meet their needs.    
Differences will always be celebrated.   
Students will learn at their own pace and will be encouraged and supported to reach their potential.       
We will develop an understanding of others with respect and empathy. 
 
Trust 
We will model and build positive relationships and support students in preparing for moving on to life beyond Warren School.  We will ensure that all students have a voice so they know they are heard and what they think and do matters.  
We will encourage independence, making choices and developing independence skills with confidence. 
We will include students in decision making and ensure ongoing communication with families. 
We will make sure students are and feel safe and secure.    
We will ensure physical, social, emotional and mental health needs met, thinking about the way students develop understanding and learn.   
Students’ personal privacy and dignity is extremely important and needs to be acknowledged and respected by us, to model this respect towards others. 
 
Success 
All students who are working on the Post 16 curriculum will work towards OCR accreditations.  
Everyone will have the opportunity to have accredited success.   
We will celebrate each small step of their journey. 
Success is something we can do, think or feel that we couldn’t do yesterday. 
Personal learning goals related to EHCPs and individual curriculums will be worked towards, and monitored to ensure that steps are attainable and progressive. 



Post-16 Curriculum Overview

	Warren School Curriculum Intention 
	Warren School Curriculum Implementation 
	Warren School Curriculum Impact 

	 
1. The Post-16 curriculum provides a broad and balanced curriculum, which focuses on preparing for life beyond Warren school and a strong sense of self. 
To provide different pathways to learning, based on assessed prior skills and knowledge: 
· Explorers 
      (pre-formal) 
· Discoverers 
(informal) 
· Adventurers 
(semi-formal to formal) 
so that each young person: engages, makes personal progress, and finds fulfillment, joy and success. 
To utilise trusted curriculum resources, relevant to both age and stage of development, supported by and in accordance with OCR. 
To assess the stage at which young people are learning, to ensure appropriate access to relevant pathways (during any area of teaching and learning) – with no ceiling to their success. 
To provide fundamental skills, with a multi-sensory approach, where appropriate. 
To adapt Teaching and Learning to ensure PLP objectives are realistic and attainable. To set half-termly steps working towards the yearly targets, linked to EHCPs. 
 Longer-term outcomes are discussed with parents/carers and external professionals at annual reviews and then laid out as a statutory requirement of their EHCPs. 
 
	 
· The young person is the curriculum. 
· EHCP outcomes, PLP targets, the Engagement model, ongoing observations and a combination of summative and formative assessment form the basis of planning for teaching and learning for each individual. 
· Small class sizes , with opportunities for a wider social integration and experiences. 
· Safe pupil to staff ratios. 
· A supportive and cohesive team around the young person, including professionals and families.  
· Referral to and advice from external agencies. 
· Regular timetabled support in-house from SALT, OT, physiotherapists, nursing teams and other professionals. 
· Relevant and robust risk assessments.  
· A total communication approach which encompasses low tech symbols, PECs, choice boards and high-tech AAC switches, talkpads and use of signing. 
· Physical, pictorial, and sensory resources and objects of reference to support learning – including visual timetables, manipulatives and clear guidance on individual communication development, through communication profiles.  
· Access to bespoke environments e.g. sensory room, Rebound therapy, sports hall, gymnasium, multi-sensory play area, library (our swimming pool is due for refurbishment this year 2023/24), bespoke playground and sensory garden, newly renovated classrooms, ongoing development to increase sensory spaces 
· Outdoor play and learning spaces – whole school play area, as well as specific class or phase areas (part of existing project for 2023/24 to facilitate outdoor learning areas for all classes, including a separate play area dedicated to Secondary and Post-16). 
· Excellent support from support staff, including specialist interventions: 
· Thrive 
· Communication 
· Soft Start & Gym 
· Sensory Circuits 
 
· Intensive support for parent and carers: 
· Home / school diaries (to be replaced by online communication platform). 
· Parental engagement evenings 
· Share mornings/afternoons 
· Coffee mornings 
· Whole school events 
· Clear transition plans. 
· Strong links for moving into adulthood, for further education. 
· Practical opportunities to experience life before moving on. 
· Career development and for independent living. 
	 
· The young people will make appropriate and measurable progress towards their EHCP outcomes. 
· They will have progress measured, recorded and celebrated in small steps, with half-termly personal learning plans. 
· They people will have progress measured, recorded and celebrated with relevant assessment models, to ensure that success is achievable for all. 
· Students will receive formal accreditation of their achievements. 
· They will be prepared for life beyond school and thrive with an appropriate level of independence into adulthood. 
· They will leave Warren with a strong sense of self and aspirational goals. 
 

	Giving young people a voice and a choice. 
 
To ensure our curriculum fully supports the development of communication skills, through a range of strategies, including low and high tech AAC. 
To develop independent communication skills to enable pupils to be able to make choices (where possible) and be a key part of their own development. Communication and independence skills to enable young people to be successful in the next stage of learning and in life beyond education. 
Encouraging opinion and choice, with respect and empathy. 
 
	· Total communication approach – reflected in continuous and cohesive approaches school-wide: 
· Written word 
· Makaton / sign supported English 
· Talk buttons and switches 
· Widget symbols (writing with correlating symbols) 
· Core and choice boards 
· BSL for learning impaired young people 
· Spoken word 
· We provide means, reasons, and opportunity to communicate throughout the day, and encourage the continuation of this at home and in the wider community. 
· Assessment of pupils and subsequent referral to SALT or SCARC (where applicable). 
· Space and opportunities for spontaneous social interaction – where every young person has a voice. 
· An environment built on relationships, security, and trust. 
· Opportunities to share opinions and make choices, within a safe space. 
· Understanding that opinions and beliefs differ and being able to communicate with respect and empathy of others.  
· Developing an understanding of the difference between formal and informal language and when and where to use it. 
· Developing an understanding of how body language, gesturing and facial expression can communicate meaning and must be considered in respectful communication. 
· Young people will be given the opportunity to familiarise themselves with letters, documents and other paperwork to progress with their independence, including: 
· job applications 
· managing health  
· financial responsibilities 
· A number of these objectives are covered in more depth within specific areas of the curriculum, as listed  below. 
 
	·  The young people at Warren school will be able to communicate wants and needs through different forms of communication in a range of contexts and environments (expressive language). 
· Students will show an understanding of communication from others. To follow instructions and respond to questions. (receptive language) 
· They will be able to match / read information including personal data. Young people will be able to match / record words and information including personal data. (reading writing) 
· When leaving Warren school, students will be able to use their form of communication in the wider community with independence (where possible) 
· They will gain a level of independence applicable to their individual stage of development, based on realistic but aspirational goals. 
 
 

	To develop independent living skills and prepare young people for a life beyond education, with appropriate levels of independence. 
 
	· Preparation of food, based on availability and within a budget, for survival. 
· Teaching a clear understanding of a healthy, balanced and nutritious diet, via our Life and Living skills curriculum, and with the use of our pantry store and food tech room. 
· Teaching about the necessary health and hygiene steps related to food preparation, through PSHE resources. 
· Teaching how to prepare meals that are time and cost effective, such as ‘one pot’ meals for when living alone, along with budgeting for family and friends (including the concept of sharing). 
· Teaching the skills required for the preparation of food, on a spiral curriculum, including cutting, grating etc, as well as the different cooking methods. 
· Young people will learn to maintain a home, with varying levels of independence. 
· Through learning in the school environment and opportunities in the wider community, the young people will learn to use practical household items (eg. white goods). 
· Along with the levels of formality and informality used in communication, the young people will learn to understand how to dress for different occasions and environments (eg. job interviews – see below for careers and for appropriate clothing for good health and for safety). 
· The Curriculum offers opportunities to visit places in our community, to understand where to buy things and how to access relevant services. 
	 
· The young people at Warren school will be able to prepare a meal with independence (where possible).  
· They will recognise foods that are healthy / unhealthy and will be able to make choices when preparing a meal.  
· They will demonstrate an understanding and follow steps related to health and hygiene when preparing food. 
· Students will be able to prepare meals that suit different social situations and different budgets. 
· By accessing different cooking equipment and using a range of apparatus to prepare food, students will be prepared for independent living (where applicable). 
· With differing independence levels, young people can use the washing machine, handle washing liquid safely, hang washing to dry, then fold and put it away appropriately.  
· Young people will be able to use household cleaning apparatus such as broom, dustpan and brush and a vacuum cleaner. 
· In informal and formal situation, they will show they can choose different clothing that is appropriate for the weather, environment and situation. 

	To enable young people to keep themselves safe    
	· We teach young people about strangers, and when and where it is appropriate to speak to them. This is taught through RSE learning in class and extended through practical experiences in the community. 
· We teach internet safety (use of emails / social media / different websites) through RSE, special Internet Safety focus days and the supervised, practical use of varying technology. 
· We give young people the opportunity to learn how to get from one place to another safely: 
 
· Road safety 
· Travel training 
· Bikeability 
 
	· Young people to be able to communicate with shop/service/ community staff appropriately.  
· They will know who can help and support them in the community. 
· They will know where to go if they need help (customer service, community support and medical help).  
· Every student will know how to contact the emergency services / who they are and what they do.  
· The young people at Warren will know how to have their rights met and make appropriate choices, with safe access to the internet for a full life and career opportunities. These rights will be supported by a clear undertanding of safe internet use and guidance as to when content should be shared with appropriate adults and carers. 
· Students will be able to travel from one place to another with independence (where applicable) 

	 To enable young people to develop their social and emotional skills - to be aware of their emotions, communicate them effectively and be able to self-regulate appropriately. 
· To develop safe, secure appropriate relationships in the wider world. 
	· Teaching young people what different emotions are, recognizing them in within ourselves and using zones of regulation to support this. Teaching young people strategies to enable them to learn how to self-regulate.  
· Teaching young people how to communicate with different people in their lives. 
· Teaching young people about appropriate, safe and secure relationships they may have with different people (doctor/boss/partner etc.)  
	· They will recognise how they feel and be able to use strategies to help self-regulate and endeavor to maintain wellbeing and good mental health. 
· Young people will know how to help others/ who to seek for support if another person is hurt / upset. 
· They will recognise how to communicate with others to try to help them and offer basic first aid. 

	To enable young people to have a clear sense of self: 
· Changing and growing 
· Keeping healthy 
 
	· Developing an understanding of changes from birth to old age, teaching that there are anomalies from developmental norms. 
· Young people are encouraged to understand their bodies, with an understanding and acceptance of difference. 
· Young people will be introduced to changes through developmental stages, such as puberty. We recognise the importance of young people being taught about their physical stage of development that acknowledges their various emotional and cognitive development. 
· Young people are NOT taught specifically about pregnancy when they are not sexually active. Relationships and sex education are taught in the broader sense, regarding individual levels of understanding and relevance to personal circumstance 
· Personal hygiene is taught within RSE – body, teeth, hair. Understanding the need to be clean and self-management thereof (with varying levels of independence), when and for what reason. 
· Household cleanliness. Understanding what that means and knowing products and procedures (when and how to use them). Hands on experience in using a washing machine, worktop cleaning products and a vacuum cleaner.  
· Allergies. Teaching about appropriateness of opening windows and recognising what allergies are and what the implications are (food, medication, products) 
· Clothing – appropriate to weather. Young people to learn that clothing needs to be suitable to the weather and situation.  
· Learning about clothing, from purchase (including cost and economy, through the care of, to disposal) Teaching how to clean clothes and why. Young people to learn how to look after their clothing in general and relating this to other areas of learning – including suitable clothing, finance and recycling. 
· (Healthy eating, as detailed above) 
· Understanding about and becoming more familiar with people who help us to keep healthy. Learning about services including dentist, doctors and annual health check up. Opportunities to meet with professionals for understanding and for potential career advice. 
	· Young people will identify changes from birth through to old age and relate to self. 
· They will be able to state or point out some similarities and differences between themselves and others. 
· They will be able to use the bathroom with differing levels of independence. They will know to different degrees when they need to go to the bathroom and be able to carry out personal care. They will recognise the products they require. 
· Young people will be able to brush their teeth with differing levels of independence. Having handled and used some cleaning products, they will be able to show / say what they are for and use them independently (where applicable). 
· With differing independence levels, young people will be able to use the washing machine, handle washing liquid safely, hang washing to dry, then fold and put away appropriately.  
· In informal and formal situations, young people will show they can choose different clothing that is appropriate for the weather and situation. 
· They will be able to identify / communicate to show they know when clothes are dirty. 
· They will be able to use household cleaning apparatus such as broom, dustpan and brush and a vacuum cleaner. 
· In independent living, they will know to visit doctors / dentists when required and understand the importance of regular checkups. 

	To develop physical and sensory skills 
	· Give young people opportunities and access to apparatus within a range of situations to develop sensory skills.  
· Provide planned and unplanned physical sessions for young people to develop fine and gross motor skills. Young people to be taught physical skills both in isolation and as part of a sporting activity. 
	· Young people will be able to access and use sensory apparatus when they need it to self-regulate. 
· Young people will be able to access fine and gross motor apparatus with increased awareness and control. 
· Young people will be able to use practical apparatus (PE) with increased control and independence. 
· Young people will develop skills in following instructions linked with sport, being able to work as a team and taking turns.  Increased understanding of rules and different sporting activities.  

	To acknowledge and develop personal interests, to ensure an understanding of a fruitful work/life balance in their future – which is both aspirational and joyful 
	· Young people to visit community facilities and activities that are available to them in the wider community. 
· Teach young people about the costs involved in different activities and the travel involved. Travel training.  
· Visitors from community facilities to visit school and support young people with what they have to offer. 
	· The young people at Warren school will be able to communicate what they like to do and access activities. 
· They will take part in activities that interest them. 

	To develop English and Maths skills, with a clear reference to the relevance of independent living and future employment. 
	· To teach young people to recognise / match / read / type / write personal information.  
· Teach young people to develop their skills in reading, writing and in maths through specific lessons. 
· To learn both inside and outside of the classroom. Young people to use skills in ‘real life’ (shops / educational visits) 
· Young people to experience and be taught specific skills involving literacy and numeracy; to use a washing machine, follow recipe instructions, travel training and following specific instructions. 
 
	· Young people will be aware of numbers in different contexts. 
· They will work with numbers to 100 with some independence. 
· They will be able to navigate their way around a supermarket and find items they require. 
· Students will be able to recognise the number / words on a bus that they may need for travel. 
· They will be able to read / match / type / write / say / communicate in another way personal details and their wants when communicating with DR’s etc.  
· Students will use English and Communication skills to make an appointment on the phone/internet with varying levels of independence. 
 

	To provide young people with opportunities within Maths and cross-curricular activities to understand the use of money, financing and budgeting. 
	· To teach young people what money is used for. To give young people opportunities to use money in real life situations. 
· To investigate where items can be bought and the cost of them. 
· To use money in the classroom to learn about cost, adding amounts together and about change. 
· To teach young people about what we want and need money for and where it comes from. 
	· Young people will be able to plan what they need for meals. 
· They will recognise what     money is used for and will be able to use money to buy items that are appropriate. 
· They will be able to read prices of items and with some independence identify if they have the money they need. 
· Students (where applicable) will be able to travel on a bus, paying for their journey. With some independence.  

	To provide opportunities to access the wider community 
· Educational visits 
· Residentials 
 
	· To provide a range of educational visits for young people that are cross-curricular, develop opportunities for future employment and independence.  
	· Young people will visit different community facilities and develop increased independence when travelling and within the visits. 

	To assess against OCR criteria 
	· Teaching and learning will be observed and assessed against OCR criteria, to maximise the accreditation potential for all progress and attainment. 
	· The young people at Warren will have their success recognised with formal accreditation for all they have achieved. 

	To create additional and appropriate accreditation opportunities, as well as a continued celebration of individual success that is aspirational and provides currency for future. 
	· Young people to be given opportunities to learn and develop skills both in and out of the classroom during both structured and unstructured times. Opportunities to learn to be specific in environments such as a shop, a library, in the garden with plants and with different professionals related to their specific expertise. Young people to be given work and learning opportunities at their own level with ongoing ‘catch me’ moments. 
	· Every young person will have their individual success acknowledged through an ongoing recognition and celebration of each small step of learning. 
 

	To provide opportunities to develop an understanding of careers and provide opportunities for work experience. 
	· Visits from colleges, work placements and advisors. 
· Visits to places of work and colleges. 
	· Young people will develop an understanding of opportunities that are available to them away from Warren School. They will be able to make choices of what they would like to do / where they would like to attend beyond time at Warren School. 
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